Sunday, April 20. 2008

He creepeth back into PHP

A number of folk have displayed some concern over my absence from all things PHP for the last month or more,
something excacerbated by my lax attention to incoming emails.

To fill in the why, | recently lost a close friend to cancer after he endured a four year battle with the disease. Following
this loss | haven't had much in the way of enthusiasm for open source or writing hobbies and the path to renewed vigour
for plaguing you all with articles, critical posts, and my usual rambling on random topics has been a long one. I've
continued to work away on Eve Online which has been one of the few sources of distracting fun these days...and not
much else online outside the 9-5 job.

C'est la vie.

My friend always had a few things going for him. He was incredibly courageous in facing the inevitable. He remained
intensely faithful to God, an all too rare display for young people these days when | count myself as one of the few
under-thirties to attend local church in my community, and one of the fewer who consider it not just another boring
pointless practice. And | have never once witnessed him act out of anger or unkindness.

He was one of those bright lights in a person's life that leaves a horribly empty void behind when they are no longer with
you.

Rest in peace my friend.

In my absence I've turned away from a few opportunities in PHP | would ordinarily have been overjoyed to have.
Chances are I'll look into how salvagable some of those are but I'm not too anxious about them to be honest. I'm looking
towards the blank slate of the next few months if they're not retrievable and wondering what to fill them with.
PHPSpec/PHPMock and the mailing list (I'll catch up on the last few emails soon) goes without saying. The book | was
considering is more than likely a lost cause unless the author position remains unfilled - no recent emails there so that
appears possible. Well, more time to freelance a few articles E|

. Maybe I'll poke around the ZF mailing list to see if |
missed anything interesting and get some of those Microformat proposals moving.

For now I'm going to nip into Eve and figure out whether | really want to train Heavy Missiles V. Once that's done I'm

going to hit my usual PHP train of activity and pick up the pieces from the last month. All the usual haunts will once
again see Maugrim The Reaper putting in an appearance and finding someone to argue over something with E|

Posted by PAjdraic Brady in Irishisns, PHP Security at 11:34
You have my condolences. Anonymous on Apr 20 2008, 14:05
Sorry to hear that Maugrim. Losing a friend like that is very difficult. It sounds like he was a good person.
Wish you all the best. Anonymous on Apr 20 2008, 14:05

Sounds amazingly a lot like the guy our LUG lost last fall (http://diehlmartin.com/cancer.html). Diehl had an amazing spirit, which
really comes through just reading his cancer blog, among the other things on his old site that's still up.

You do what you need to do for now... we're all behind you and will welcome you back however long it takes. Anonymous on Apr 20
2008, 15:00
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Best wishes to you P_Ajdraic. | think you did the right thing to take some introspection time. Anonymous on Apr 20 2008, 17:11
| am very sorry for your loss. A good friend is often the difference between a world that you live in, and a world worth living for.
If you ever need someone to flame mercilessly, or just need the right room for an argument, I'll happily volunteer anytime you need it.

Continue to relax, the PHP (and other) worlds will welcome you back with open arms upon your return. Anonymous on Apr 20 2008,
17:15

Terribly sorry to hear of your loss PAjdraic. Anonymous on Apr 21 2008, 09:13
Sorry to hear of your loss. Anonymous on Apr 21 2008, 10:43

I'm sorry to hear about your friend. Best of luck. Anonymous on Apr 22 2008, 15:40
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