Wednesday, Novenber 5. 2008

An Example Zend Framework Blog Application Tutorial (Revised)

The Zend Framework has been with us for quite some time but exploratory articles which deliver a full example of how
to use the Framework without getting completely buried in the detail remain thin on the ground. To add to the landscape,
last April | wrote Part 1 of an "Example Zend Framework Blog Application Tutorial" and the series continued for 9 Parts.

A lot happens in a short time! The Zend Framework has itself added more features, corrected bugs, and programmers
have started to wield the framework in greater numbers. This "Revised" series is an update to the original series which
temporarily ceased over the Summer months. In these revised articles I'll continue the tradition of detailed examinations
of specific topics within the scope of a single real life Blog Application, which | will be deploying once completed, with the
addition of corrections, better flowing steps and additional pointers.

No one person article is capable of being perfect. Over the months people have made dozens of comments by blog and
email and these will also be incorporated along with several intermediary editing entries. The result should be a fantastic
introduction to the Zend Framework which gets down and dirty with a real application but keeps the overwhelming
details at a distance. The point is to see a real application being developed in simple consumable steps without
repeating the entire reference manual.

The revised series will also spark the process of a more formalised publishing process. As new Parts are unveiled,
transformed PDF and HTML versions will come online (at an undisclosed future location) for download. You will be able
to print off copies for future reference outside of the current blog format. Unlike the blog, these are more malleable to
subsequent updates and corrections. Manning's MEAP in other words - without the upfront cost (though donations to my
server costs will be appreciated E|

).

The PDF/HTML publishing process has been setup and automated for quite a while. Some of you might have
remembered the test PDF release of Part 9 to see how the format struck readers. I'll talk more about that process in a
future article because it's nice to show that professional looking documentation isn't remotely difficult and just takes a
little bit of patience to get your environment setup for it.

Expect Part 1 (Revised) in the very near future! E

| had a lot of internal debate over what to do with the tutorial. The summer months made it clear that hosting the series
was beyond the capabilities of a shared host, and | later discovered even my Slicehost account was running into swap
space. To balance my complete devotion to free access to the series with the resources needed to keep it online, I'll be
adopting a mixed donation/advertising model. The blog will always (emphatically!) remain ad free but the PDF/HTML
versions will have a prominant donations button and at least one advertisement column (ed: not in the actual PDF file -
just its hosting page). The resulting funds should cover the hosting costs quite handily.

More details soon. It's been a long time coming.
Post ed by PA;j drai c Brady in Irishisnms, PHP General, PHP Security, Zend Framework at 17:12

Hi Padraic,
Good to see the articles are back up and running. | wondered where they went over the summer. Looking forward to the revised
versions! Anonymous on Nov 6 2008, 21:15

Glad to see your blog's back! E|

1/2



Thanks for the great posts.
It's my impression or did you get some enconding problem with the blog? Anonymous on Nov 7 2008, 08:18

There's a minor problem - mostly down to some plugins that have filtering bugs (not hard in a blog where filter order can be important
and hard to maintain). Anonymous on Nov 7 2008, 18:09

So you will republish the entire series updated? You will republish each part one after another starting from the first? Anonymous on
Nov 10 2008, 03:04

Pretty much - difference is they should come faster, and have multiple formats to choose from. The current ones have amendment

after amendment which can confuse the bigger picture if you read all 9 parts from beginning to end. Also we're about two versions
behind the current ZF release E|

. Anonymous on Nov 10 2008, 19:32

ok thanks perfect...i can't wait for it great job E'

Anonymous on Nov 11 2008, 05:41
Thanx for your resources! really appreciate it Anonymous on Dec 7 2008, 04:12
Hi Padraic,

I've been learning PHP and ZF by means of your great tutorial (An Example Zend Framework Blog Application). It has been great and
I've learned a lot and accomplished to write an application of my own based on the knowledge. Thank you for that!

Now, I'm struggling with JISON-RPC and DOJO. Could you shed some light on that? What | would like to accomplish, is to have a
simple lookup in a Zend_Form, say when adding something to the model, check if it already exists, and "pre-fill"* the form with what
ever was found in the model. I've read tens of tutorials, but cannot get anything to work.

If my request is too much, | understand and apologize for the inconvenience.

Regards,

Jan Anonymous on Feb 1 2009, 06:12
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